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Sitting
with Your
Friends

by Betty Steele Everett

YOU LOVE SITTING with your friends in worship services, but lately you’ve 
been feeling a little uneasy about it. There is always someone texting or 
playing a video game. And there’s lots of giggling and whispering going on. 

You know you don’t want to do what the others are doing, but you like 
sitting with your friends, and you don’t want to sound preachy. What can you 
do? It’s hard to tell your friends to be quiet or to put their phones away. How 
can you tell them that they aren’t showing respect for those leading worship 
or, most importantly, showing respect for God? 

The best thing you can do is for you to 
worship God. Take part in the singing and 
prayers. Pay attention to everything that’s going 
on. Follow along in your Bible. Take notes. 
Resist the temptation to use your phone or talk 
to your friends. Remember why you’re there. 

Everyone—including your friends and others 
sitting close by—needs to know about God’s 
gift of salvation. If people aren’t thinking 
about God or paying attention to His Word, 
they may miss the greatest story of all—the 
story of God sending His Son to the world. 



Pompeii
by Geri Benter

THERE’S AN OLD SONG that refers to a horrible fire that burned down the city 
of Chicago, Illinois. The song talks about “Old Lady Leary” lighting a lantern in 
the shed. It ends by yelling, “Fire, fire, fire.”

After the death of the apostle Paul, when the early church was continuing 
to grow, people in a town in Italy did not have time to yell “Fire!” Residents 
of Pompeii were busy about their daily activities: bakers were baking bread, 
farmers were working, and shoppers were exchanging goods. All seemed to  
be business as usual in the large city, when a huge explosion suddenly rocked 
its world.

On August 24, AD 79, Pompeii, with a population of 20,000, was suddenly 
rained down on with “fire from Heaven.” The great volcano Mt. Vesuvius, which 
overlooked the city, had erupted, sending flakes of white ash and pumice 
(volcanic glass) on all those below. People ran for home to get belongings, 
some ran for cover, and others fled for their lives. Roads were blocked, and 
houses collapsed under the weight of the volcanic matter. Many people died 
from the poisonous gases. People were covered with layers of volcanic ash 
that gradually hardened into lava rock, trapping the bodies inside. The city of 
Pompeii virtually disappeared under the debris.

It wasn’t until 1709 that the lost city was rediscovered. About 2,000 bodies 
were recovered, which suggests that many people may have managed to flee 
the city. Remains from the archaeological site have given us many insights into 
the lifestyle of the Roman era.

The history of Pompeii can remind us of how fragile our lives are and how in an 
instant things can change. The Bible tells us that “the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed 
by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare” (2 Peter 3:10).



GIFT GIVING IN 
primitive cultures 
may have consisted 
of unusually shaped stones or the bark 
from trees. As tools were developed, holes 
may have been driven into stones and animal 
teeth to make necklaces. Aren’t you glad that 
God’s gift giving is way 
better? Let’s thank Him 
for His best gift—Jesus!

by Lu Ann J. Nickelson

THE DOVE HAS been regarded 
as a symbol of peace, innocence, 
and gentleness since Bible times. 
Mourning doves are often mentioned 
in the Bible.

Doves lay only two eggs, and the 
eggs hatch two weeks later. God has 
equipped doves to feed their young 
what is called pigeon milk. This is a 
milk-like curd, rich in protein and fat, 
which develops in the gizzard of the 
adult during incubation. 
The parent opens 

its beak wide, and the nestling sticks its head deep 
inside to eat. After a few days the “milk” is mixed 
with small seeds, and after about 10 days, the 
young ones are dining entirely on seeds. They fly 
at two weeks of age and leave the nest about a 
week later.

In Bible times doves were sacrificed to gain 
forgiveness from sins (Leviticus 14:21, 22). That 
practice ended after Jesus came and died to take 
away all sin (1 John 1:7). To Christians today, the dove 
symbolizes the Holy Spirit (see Matthew 3:16). 

by Sonia A. Randall

John 3:16, 17



Live WireLive Wire     Q:  What do you call a girl 
with a frog on her head?

    A: Lilly!

Q:  Which weighs more, a pound 

of feathers or a pound of 
bricks?

A: They both weigh one pound!

USE THE CODE wheel to discover 
what 3,000 new believers devoted 
themselves to doing. You can 
check your answer by looking up 
Acts 2:42 (NIV).

Time
by Sheryl J. Johnson
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